/U 


on  the 
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for  the  year  ended 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health 

L.  RICH.  M.B..  CH.B.,  M.R.C.O.G..  D.P.H. 

11  West  Street,  Congleton.  Telephone  3655/6 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

N.  A.  ROGERS^  m.a.p.h.i. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Sandbach  Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1962  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban 
District  of  Sandbach. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Urban  District  has  increased 
by  180  and  now  stands  at  10,090.  There  was  an  increase  of  40  in 
the  number  of  births  and  a  fall  of  17  in  the  number  of  deaths. 

There  was  no  undue  prevalence  of  infectious  disease,  this  being 
a  non -measles  year.  It  has  been  customary  in  the  past  to  keep  on 
drawing  attention  tO'  the  disappearance  of  Diphtheria.  For  the  past 
7-8  years  we  have  been  combining  Diphtheria  immunisation  with 
that  for  Whooping  Cough  and  this  too  now  is  becoming  a  dis¬ 
appearing  disease.  It  is  hoped  too  that  the  same  may  be  said  for 
Poliomyelitis  and  eventually  Tuberculosis. 

The  diseases  however  which  cause  the  greatest  incidence  of 
mortality  are  those  of  the  Heart  and  Blood  Vessels  and  Cancer.  A 
good  deal  of  research  is  being  carried  out  in  this  country  and  all  over 
the  world  in  an  endeavour  to  elucidate  many  of  these  problems  with 
the  possibility  of  introducing  preventive  and  curative  remedies.  We 
have  to  make  certain  that  enough  money  is  made  available  both  from 
Voluntary  and  Governmental  sources  to  enable  the  maximum 
number  of  research  workers,  with  the  best  equipment  available,  to 
deal  with  these  problems  until  they  are  finally  solved. 

As  was  suggested  in  the  1961  Annual  Report,  an  element  of 
compulsion  ought  to  be  introduced  to  make  landlords  adopt  the 
Standard  Grant  Improvement  Scheme.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that 
now  legislation  is  being  introduced  compelling  a  landlord,  when  a 
house  letting  becomes  vacant,  to  provide  the  basic  amenities  laid 
down  before  the  house  is  reoccupied.  This  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction  but  I  still  consider  that  more  should  be  done  in  this 
direction.  Our  town  possesses  many  houses  which  could  be  saved 
from  becoming  slums  if  a  vigorous  policy  were  introduced. 

I  wish  to  thank  our  Clerk,  Mr.  Skeath,  and  his  staff  for  their 
assistance  and  guidance  so  readily  forthcoming  at  all  times  and  to 
Mr.  N.  A.  Rogers,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  Mr.  H.  J. 
Rees,  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  for  their  valuable  contributions 
to  this  report. 

I  beg  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  RICH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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The  figures  in  brackets  are  for  the  year  1961 
to  enable  comparisons  to  be  made 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Estimated  Population  .  10,090  (9910) 

Births 


Live  Births- 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Legitimate 

...  172 

(i32) 

92  (75) 

80 

(57) 

Illegitimate 

4 

(7) 

1  (6) 

3 

(1) 

Still  Births — 

Legitimate 

6 

(10) 

3  (4) 

3 

(6) 

Illegitimate 

— 

(-) 

-  (-) 

— 

(-) 

Lide  birth  rate  per 

1000  estimated 

average 

population  mid- 

■1962 

•  •  •  *  •  ■ 

.  .  .f  .  .  J 

17.4 

(14.0) 

Live  birth  rate  for 

England 

and  Wales  per 

1000  of  the  population . 

Still  birth  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still) 
births . 


18.0  (17.4) 
32.9  (67.1) 


Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per 

1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  .  18.1  (19.1) 

Still  birth  rate  per  1 000  total  population .  .59  (1.0) 

Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per 

1000  total  population  .  .33  (.33) 


Infantile  Mortality 

The  total  number  of  deaths  is  shown  as  follows  ; 

Total  Male 

Legitimate  ...  3  (4)  2  (4) 

Illegitimate  ...  —  ( — )  —  ( — ) 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births... 
Infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live 

births  . 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live 
births . 


Female 
1  (-) 
-  (-) 
17.0  (28.7) 
21.4  (21.6) 

17.2  (30.3) 

0  (0) 


Deaths 

Total  Male  Female 

Deaths  (all  ages)  ...  105  (122)  57  (63)  48  (59) 

Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  average  popu¬ 
lation  .  11.3  (13,4) 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1000 

of  population  .  11.9  (12.0) 
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The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  aU  causes  within 
the  district  during  the  year. 


1. 

CAUSE 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

ToUl 

1 

Male 

1 

F’le 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  of  . 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease . 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— , 

- — 

5. 

Whooping  Cough . 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infection  . 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  . 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— ' 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

2 

2 

— 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus . 

2 

2 

— 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast . 

3 

— ■ 

3 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus . 

— 

— 

— 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms... 

9 

4 

5 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

— 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes . 

3 

1; 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system . 

14 

6 

8 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

23 

16 

7 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease . 

— 

— 

— 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  . 

11 

4 

7 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

4 

4 

— 

22. 

Influenza  . 

3 

2 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia  .  ... 

2 

2 

— 

24. 

Bronchitis  . 

8 

5 

3 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system . 

1 

1 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum . 

2 

1 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea . 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion . 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  . 

— 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases . 

17 

6 

11 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

— 

— 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents  . 

— 

— 

— 

35. 

Suicide  . 

— . 

— , 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war . 

— ■ 

— ' 

— 

TOTAL  . 

105 

57 

48 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  and  Maternal  causes  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .  . <  .  0  (0) 

Other  Maternal  causes .  0  (0) 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  and  still  births  0  (0) 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  AREA 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 


Health  Visitor  : 

Mrs.  E.  O.  Rae 

Ashiields  Clinic,  Platt  Avenue,  Sandbach 

Telephone  :  Sandbach  970 

A  high  degree  of  activity  continues  to  be  maintained  at  the  new 
Clinic.  We  are  hoping  to  obtain  a  Sound  Film  Projector  in  the  near 
future  and  with  this  modern  piece  of  equipment  we  should  be  able 
to  develop  still  further  our  Health  Education  programmes. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  our  Voluntary  Helpers  at  the  Clinic  who 
render  such  valuable  service. 


Statistics 


New 

0-1 

cases 

1-2 

Total 

Attendances 

2-5  0-1  1-2  2-5 

No.  of  Clinics 
held 

Cases  seen 
by  Doctor 

Average  per 

Clinic  seen 

oy  Doctor 

Sandbach 

166 

— 

—  2450 

779  657 

102 

847  16.6 

Welfare  Centre 

(171) 

(— ) 

(— )  (1979) 

(617)  (737) 

(102)  (965)  (18.9) 

Special  Clinics  for 

under  5 

New  Cases 

Total  No.  of  Average 

Attendances  Clinics  held  per  clinic 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

. 

21 

(23) 

128 

(136) 

34 

(37) 

3.7 

(3.6) 

E.N.T.  Cline  .  . 

16 

(11) 

19 

(15) 

12 

(12) 

1.5 

(1.2) 

Special  Clinics  for  School  Children 

New  Cases 

Total  No.  of  Average 

Attendances  Clinics  held  per  clinic 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

92 

(104) 

910 

(797) 

34 

(38) 

26.7 

(20.9) 

E.N.T.  Clnic  ... 

47 

(50) 

110 

(84) 

12 

(12) 

9.1 

(7.0) 
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Preparation  Class 


New  Cases 

Total  No.  of 

Attendances  Clinics  held 

Average 
per  clinic 

Preparation  Class  . 

76 

(77) 

539 

(545) 

50 

(50) 

10.7 

(10.9) 

Welfare  Foods  Sold  —  1962 

Distribution  Centre 

National  Dried  Milk  A.  &  D 
Full  Cream  Half  Cream  Tablets 

Cod  Orange 

Liver  Oil  Juice 

Welfare  Centre,  Sandbach 

305 

(57) 

(-)  (-) 

55 

(50) 

714 

(232) 

Council  Offices,  Sandbach 

...  1138 

(1263) 

13  386 

(14)  (761) 

80 

(347) 

•  827 

(2319) 

Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 

Midwifery  and  home  nursing  in  the  town  is  carried  out  by 
the  following  nurses  : 

Beatty,  M.  5  Coronation  Crescent,  Sandbach  Sandbach  731 

(Jull  time) 

Hoyle,  I.  (Mrs.)  9  Offley  Avenue,  Sandbach  Sandbach  852 

(in  conjunction  with  Home  Nursing  Duties) 

Gerrard,  E.  E.  647  Crewe  Road,  Wheelock  Sandbach  281 

(in  conjunction  with  Home  Nursing  Duties) 

Wainwright,  M.  (Mrs.)  87  Platt  Avenue,  Sandbach  '  Sandbach  256 

(in  conjunction  with  Home  Nursing  Duties) 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  the  work  of  our  Home  Nurses 
and  Midwives  has  gone  on  at  the  same  high  standard  and  without 
a  single  complaint. 

Once  again  numerous  items  of  equipment  have  been  loaned 
out  in  order  to  assist  with  the  nursing  of  cases  in  their  own  homes. 


These  items 

Wheel  Chairs 
Air  Rings 
Bed  Pans 
Crutches 
Page  Turner 


ist  of  the  following  : 

Commodes 
Urine  Bottles 
Lift 

Bed  Cages 
Walking  Aid 


Rubber  Sheets 
Air  Beds 
Back  Rests 
Special  Bed 
Enuresis  Blankets 


We  are  constantly  enlarging  and  improving  our  equipment  and 
we  are  open  to  receive  suggestions  in  all  cases  where  special  items 
of  equipment  are  needed. 
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Births 


Hospital 

Home 

Private  Nursing  Home 

Live 

Still 

Live 

Still 

Live 

Still 

133 

3 

43 

1 

— 

— 

(97) 

(7) 

(49) 

(-) 

(-) 

(— ) 

Meals  on  Wheels 

Once  again  the  work  of  this  service  has  proceeded  at  a  high 
level.  We  are  indeed  grateful  to  all  the  vountary  workers  of  the 
W.V.S.  who  organise  and  carry  on  this  service  week  after  week 
without  a  break. 

In  addition  to  providing  the  meals,  so  generously  supplied  to 
us  by  Fodens  Limited,  numerous  occasions  arise  when  additional 
help  is  given.  We  are  also  grateful  tO'  the  Sandbach  Co-operative 
Society  whO'  help  out  with  the  meals  when  Fodens  are  on  holiday. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

In  the  second  half  of  the  year  a  very  large  scheme  was  under¬ 
taken  to  provide  oral  vaccination  for  Poliomyelitis  for  all  school 
children  in  the  South-East  Cheshire  Division.  A  letter  was  provided 
for  every  parent  whO'  was  asked  to  give  consent  for  this  to  be  done. 
It  is  interesting  to  report  that  the  response  was  over  90%  and  ail 
the  school  children  are  now  adequately  protected. 

At  our  Cl’nics  mothers  and  young  babies  are  being  done 
regularly  and  all  those  not  being  re-inforced  by  us,  the  Family 
Doctors  are  doing. 

I  feel  fairly  confident  that  Poliomyelitis  as  a  serious  epidemdc 
disease  in  this  country  has  reached  its  end. 

Attention  is  also  drawn  tO'  the  very  large  number  of  vaccinations 
against  Smallpox  that  were  carried  out.  These  arose  as  a  result  of 
the  Smallpox  outbreaks  that  occurred  at  Bradford  and  South  Wales. 
A  good  deal  is  written  in  the  Medical  Press  about  the  possible  dangers 
of  vaccination  against  Smallpox  and  it  is  interesting  to  report  that 
we  had  no  serious  case  of  complication  in  this  area.  It  is  still  con¬ 
sidered  that  the  best  time  to  carry  out  primary  vaccinations  against 
Smallpox  is  in  early  infancy. 


Statistics 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Fre- school  children  .  —  (3) 

School  children .  —  (4) 


(7) 


Reinforcing  injections  .  —  (158) 
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Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 


Pre- school  children  . 

— ■ 

(— ) 

School  children . j 

— , 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Reinforcing  injections  ...  ... 

— ’ 

(-) 

Combined  Immunisation  (Diphtheria, 

Whooping  Cough 

Tetanus) 

Pre-school  children  . .  ... 

116 

(127) 

School  children . 

5 

(36) 

121 

(163) 

Reinforcing  injections  . 

18 

(31) 

Combined  Immunisation  (Diphtheria, 

Whooping 

Cough) 

Pre-school  children  ...  ...,  ... 

__ 

(— ) 

School  children . 

1 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

Reinforcing  injections  . 

2 

(-) 

Combined  Immunisation  (Diphtheria,  Tetanus) 

Pre-school  children  . 

— 

(13) 

School  children . 

76 

(74) 

76 

(87) 

Reinforcing  injections  . 

148 

(79) 

Primary  Vaccination 

Pre-school  children  ...  . 

157 

(81) 

School  children  ...  . 

171 

(4) 

Adults . 

307 

(16) 

635 

(101) 

Re -Vaccination 

Pre-school  children  . 

4 

(2) 

School  children . 

116 

(4) 

Adults . 

589 

(27) 

709 

(33) 
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Poliomyelitis  Vaccioation 

It  is  not  possible  to  separate  the  figures  in  respect  of  each 
County  District  and  the  table  below  shows  the  figures  for  the  whole 
of  South-East  Cheshire. 


SALK 

VACCINE 

ORAL  VACCINE 

Reinf. 

dose  aft. 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

saUc 

injec. 

injec. 

injec. 

injec. 

dose 

dose 

dose 

vaccine 

Children  born  in  1962 

1 

— 

1 

3 

103 

Children  born  in  1961 

132 

253 

18 

15 

436 

Children  and  Young 
Persons  born  1943-60 

141 

290 

8551 

7872 

6760 

Persons  born  1933-42 

42 

115 

3 

5 

126 

Others  . 

140 

371 

668 

561 

979 

TOTAL 

456 

1029 

1758 

156 

9241 

8456 

8404 

529 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

We  have  continued  to  use  the  new  Laboratory  at  Chester  and 
I  should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  services  given  and  the  help  and 
advice  we  receive  from  the  Pathologist  in  charge. 


Domestic  Help  Service 

Statistics  relating  to  the  Home  Help  Service  provided  in 
Sandbach  during  1962  are  as  follows  : 


Home  Helps  employed  during  1962 


Full  time  . 

— • 

(--) 

Temporary . 

28 

(21) 

Casual . 

4 

(8) 

Home  Helps  employed  at  31st  December, 

32 

1962 

(29) 

Full  time  . 

• — ■ 

(-) 

Temporary  . i  . 

19 

(14) 

Casual . 

5 

(2) 

24 

(16) 

K 


Applications  received  during  1962 

Confinement  . . 

Sickness  . 

Tuberculosis  . 

Aged  and  Infirm . 


5  (3) 

13  (7) 

-  (-) 

6  (6) 


24  (16) 


Cases  attended  during  1962 


Confinement  ...  . 

5 

(2) 

Sickness  . 

19 

(10) 

Tuberculosis  . . .(  .  ... 

— ' 

(— ) 

Aged  and  Infirm . 

17 

(16) 

41 

(28) 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

This  district  is  supplied  with  River  Dee  water  from  the 
Hurleston  Treatment  Works  which  is  of  moderate  hardness. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

During  1962  work  proceeded  on  the  following  scheme  and  the 
bulk  of  the  scheme  was  completed  : 

(a)  Abandonment  of  the  Elworth  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  con¬ 
struction  of  Pumping  Station,  pumping  main  and  sewers  to 
convey  the  sewage  to  Hind  Heath  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  and 
the  enlargement  of  the  Hind  Heath  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

(b)  The  enlargement  of  the  sewer  between  Bank  Street  and  the  old 
Sandbach  Sewage  Works  and  ancillary  works  in  connection 
therewith. 
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Housing 

Work  continued  on  the  construction  of  flats  at  Lightley  Close, 
and  the  final  block  of  12  flats  was  completed  during  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  thus  completing  the  scheme. 

Also  completed  during  the  year  were  67  dwellings  by  Private 
Enterprise. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  notified  during  the  year  : 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1962 


AGE 

DISTRIBUTION 

to 

O 

CO 

O  ^ 

ct 

V  Ck 

DISEASE 

Under 

1  1- 

2-  3-  4- 

65  & 

5-  10-  15-  20-  35-  45-  over 

4> 

o  o 

H  c 

Cases 
admit! 
to  hos 

Rrysipelas 

— ■  - — 

—  —  — 

- 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

—  — 

—  1  .t 

18 - 1 - 

23 

- — 

Measles 

—  — 

- 1 

3 - 

4 

— 

Tuberculosis 

For  comparative  purposes,  1  have  recorded  the  notifications  of 
Tuberculosis  during  1962  in  conjunction  with  the  notifications  of  this 
disease  received  each  year  since  1953. 
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Notifications  —  1953  to  1962 


195 

p  f 

3 

p 

195 

p  If 

4 

IP 

19^ 

p 

I 

•^p 

19‘ 

p 

>6 

MP 

19^ 

p 

>7 

iP 

19^ 

p 

1 

)8  j 

iP 

19 

p 

59 

NP 

19 

p 

50 

NP 

19 

p 

61 

NP 

19 

p 

62 

NP 

MALE 

Up  to 

1  year 

1-  4 

5-14 

1 

15-24 

1 

1 

1 

25-34 

1 

1 

1 

35-44 

2 

1 

45-54 

1 

55-64 

2 

1 

1 

65  and 
over 

FEMALE 

Up  to 

1  year 

1-  4 

5-14 

1 

15-24 

1 

1 

1 

25-34 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

35-44 

1 

1 

45-54 

55-64 

65  and 
over 

1 

TOTALS 

4 

5 

1 

1 

— 

4 

5 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 
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Deaths  —  1953  to  1962 


19 

p 

53 

19 

p 

54 

NP 

19 

p 

55 

NP 

19 

p 

56 

NP 

19 

p 

57 

NP 

19 

p 

58 

NP 

IS 

p 

)59 

NP 

IS 

P 

)60 

NP 

1 

P 

961 

NP 

1! 

p 

962 

NP 

MALE 

Up  to 

1  year 

1-  4 

5-14 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

1 

1 

55  64 

1 

1 

65  and 
over 

/ 

1 

FEMALE 

Up  to 

1  year 

1-  4 

5-14 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

1 

45-54 

55-64 

65  and 
over 

TOTALS 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

i 

1  1— 
i 

1- 

1 

J 

^ — 

— 

- — 

1 

— 
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Cases  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1962 


Up  to 

1  yr.  1-4  5-14  15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65  & 

over 

Total 

Male  Pulmonary 

...  —  —  —  3 

3 

4 

7 

1 

1 

19 

Female  Pulmonary  . . . 

—  1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

11 

Male  Non-Pulmonary 

...  —  —  1  1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

5 

Female  Non-Pulmonary 

—  1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

5 
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The  following  sections  of  this  report  have  been  compiled  by 
the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  N.  A.  Rogers. 


Public  HeaUh  hispection 

Number  of  Inspections  and  Visits  during  1962  .  2834 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  during  1962  ...  75 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  during  1962  78 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  outstanding  at  31/12/62  3 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  during  1962  ...  — 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  during  1962  1 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  at  31/12/62  • — 

It  will  be  seen  that  no  Statutory  Notices  were  served  during 
1962.  In  only  one  instance,  too,  did  it  become  necessary  to  institute 
Court  Proceedings,  this  being  in  respect  of  an  unhygienic  catering 
establishment.  This  should  not  be  taken  as  a  sign  of  inactivity  on 
the  part  of  the  inspectorate  or  as  an  indication  that  sanitary  conditions 
in  the  area  are  beyond  reproach  ;  rather  is  it  a  guide  to  the  effective 
co-operation  which  has  been  achieved  and  the  success  of  informal 
action. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSiNG 


Refuse  Collection 

For  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  the  household  refuse 
coilleclion  service  was  under  severe  pressure  due  tO’  shortage  of 
labour,  but  from  April  onwards  the  team  was  up  to  full  establish¬ 
ment  and  there  were  no  further  changes  in  personnel,  this  resulting 
for  the  most  part  in  a  cycle  of  8^-  to  9  days. 

Another  79  dwellings  were  constructed  during  the  year,  but  the 
effect  of  the  continual  increase  of  dustbins  from  year  to  year  was 
offset  to  some  extent  by  transferring  in  July  four  men  from  Market 
to  Refuse  Collection  duties  on  Thursday  mornings. 

Saturday  morning  working  on  a  piece-work  basis  has  proved 
highly  successful  from  the  CounciFs  point  of  view,  and  the  workmen 
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are  happy  because  it  increases  their  wages  to  a  more  respectable 
level. 


Refuse  Disposal 

In  the  early  months  of  the  year  most  of  the  refuse  was  tipped 
for  filling:  purposes  on  a  local  farmer’s  land.  This  site  has  sub¬ 
sequently  been  covered  and  grassed -  down  with  excellent  results. 
Otherwise  the  Council’s  tip  at  Malkins  Bank  has  continued  in  use, 
but  this  is  rapidly  filling  up  and  it  is  visualised  that  a  new  tipping 
site  will  be  required  before  the  end  of  1964. 


Supply  of  Dustbins 

The  Council  does  not  operate  a  Dustbin  Scheme  under  Section 
75(3)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  but  a  supply  of  dustbins  is 
kept  for  sale  on  request.  109  properties  were  supplied  in  this  way. 


Conservancy 

Pail  closets  are  emptied  weekly  by  Council  labour,  disposal 
taking  place  at  the  sewage  works.  16  houses  are  thus  served  and  5 
pails  from  other  types  of  premises  are  also  emptied.  It  may  be 
mentioned  that  none  of  the  premises  involved  in  the  scheme  is  so 
situated  as  would  enable  it  to  be  connected  to  the  sewerage  system. 


Salvage 

The  only  commodity  now  being  salvaged  is  cardboard  cartons 
which  are  sold  to  a  local  engineering  firm  for  packaging  materials. 
5373  boxes  were  thus  disposed  of  for  the  sum  of  £67/3/3. 


Public  Conveniences 

Whilst  it  is  possible  to  record  that  malicious  damage  has 
occurred  in  the  aggregate  to  a  less  extent  in  1962  than  in  former 
years,  there  is  still  regular  evidence  to  suggest  that  a  section  of  the 
public  has  no  respect  for  public  property.  A  warning  notice  attached 
to  the  main  public  conveniences  is  thought  to  have  had  some  effect 
in  restricting  acts  of  damage.  It  is  enlightening  too  observe  that 
incidents  of  damage  and  misuse  are  more  prevalent  in  the  ladies’ 
toilets  than  in  the  men’s. 
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Rodent  Control 

A  trained  Rodent  Operator,  working  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  spends  approximately  half  his  time 
on  these  duties. 

The  following  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year  : 


Business  Premises  .  99 

Agricultural  Properties  .  63 

Dwelling  Houses  .  27 

Local  Authority  Undertakings  ...  9 
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By  means  of  annual  contracts  the  Council  deals  with  16 
commercial  and  10  agricultural  properties,  and  this  system  gives 
satisfactory  results  to  all  concerned. 

The  sewers  throughout  the  district  were  tested  and  treated  for 
rat  infestation. 


Offensive  Trades 

There  is  only  one  business  in  the  area  —  bone  boiling  —  which 
is  classed  as  an  Offensive  Trade.  The  firm  has  taken  steps  to  combat 
smells  which  gave  rise  to  a  number  of  complaints,  and  further  con¬ 
structional  work  which  is  in  progress  should  have  the  effect  of 
minimising  any  nuisance  of  this  kind.  The  firm  has  entered  into 
an  annual  agreement  with  the  Council  for  the  destruction  of  rats. 


Moveable  Dwellings 

In  1961  Site  Licences  for  caravans  were  granted  in  respect  of 
three  individual  sites  each  housing  only  one  caravan,  and  one  site 
for  25  caravans.  Two  of  the  three  individual  sites  are  no  longer 
used  for  this  purpose,  and  the  caravan  on  the  third  site  has  not  been 
occupied  for  some  time.  Preparation  of  the  communal  site  continued 
during  1962  and  in  June  the  first  caravan  was  stationed  there.  By  the 
end  of  the  year  the  site  works  had  been  completed  but  there  were  still 
only  two  occupied  caravans  on  the  site. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  some  trouble  was  experienced  with 
a  small  caravan  in  which  a  family  of  eight  was  housed  without  licence 
just  inside  the  Urban  District  boundary.  Sanitary  conditions  were 
deplorable  and  an  effort  was  being  made  jointly  with  County  officials 
to  reach  some  suitable  solution  for  this  problem  family. 
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AtmospSierk  Pollution 

The  Coancil  have  not  yet  taken  any  steps  towards  the 
establishment  of  Smoke  Control  Areas. 

For  a  number  of  years  reference  has  been  made  in  this  report 
tO'  smoke  nuisances  from  a  local  salt  works.  It  was  possible  to  report 
last  year  that  the  smoke  emission  from  the  salt-pan  furnaces  had 
been  largely  overcome,  but  constant  emissions  from  the  boiler 
chimneys  brought  an  additional  difficulty.  During  1962  the  firm 
decided  to  install  apparatus  for  firing  the  boiler  furnaces  with 
pulverised  fuel.  Theoretically  this  should  have  solved  the  smoke 
difficulty,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  experts  were  still  investigating 
the  problem  of  continued  smoke  emission. 

Another  works,  which  had  from  time  to  time  created  a  smoke 
nuisance  from  the  chimney  of  its  coal -fired  boilers,  changed  over 
to  oil -firing  with  complete  success. 

It  became  necessary  to  issue  a  strong  warning  to  a  further  firm 
in  respect  of  smoke  emissions  from  the  low  chimney  of  a  coal -fired 
vertical  boiler,  and  the  firm  was  advised  to  consider  a  change  of  plant 
or  fuel. 

Noise  Abatement 

Last  year’s  Report  mentioned  two  complaints  of  noise  nuisance 
which  were  unresolved  at  the  end  of  the  year.  One  of  these  dis¬ 
appeared  as  a  result  of  changed  circumstances.  The  other  case  was 
eventually  abandoned  as  “  not  proven,”  despite  the  protests  of  the 
complainant.  This  illustrates  the  difficulty  of  determining  what  is  a 
noise  nuisance,  for  volume,  tone  and  continuity,  together  with  the 
temperament  of  the  hearer,  must  all  be  taken  into  account  in  assessing 
the  problem  ;  but  what  is  music  to  one  person  may  be  a  cacophony 
to  another. 

Apart  from  a  number  of  minor  domestic  complaints,  two  further 
noise  problems  at  business  premises  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with 
during  the  year. 


HOUSING 

Unfit  Houses 

(a)  Individual  Houses 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made .  — 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  O'rders  . 3 

Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  informal 

action  ...  — 

Number  of  houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  undertakings 

given  by  owners  .  — 
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(b)  Clearance  Areas 

Number  of  Areas  declared  during  year .  — 

Number  of  Orders  made  during  the  year .  — 

Number  of  houses  demolished .  19 

Number  of  families  rehoused  . .  ....  3 

Number  of  persons  rehoused .  4 

At  long  last  it  is  possible  to  renort  the  demolition  of  the  houses 
in  the  Hawk  Street  Clearance  Area.  It  is  tO'  be  hoped  that  the  question 
of  redevelopment  can  be  decided  with  less  delay  than  was  involved 
in  securing  the  clearance  of  the  unfit  houses,  for  the  rubble  heap 
which  remains  is  even  less  adornment  to  the  town  than  the  dilapidated 
properties  which  formerly  stood  there. 

Demolition  was  completed  in  the  case  of  three  other  houses 
which  had  been  the  subject  of  Individual  Orders. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  representations  were  submitted  in  respect 
of  one  vacant  terrace  house  with  a  view  to  securing  its  closure. 


Repairs 

Number  of  unfit  houses  in  which  defects  v/ere  remedied 

as  a  result  of  informal  action  .  22 

Number  of  unfit  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
as  a  result  of  formal  action  : 

(a)  by  owners  under  Public  Health  Acts .  1 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  under  Public  Health  Acts  — 

(c)  under  Housing  Acts . .  .  — 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

There  was  no  action  whatsoever  during  1962  concerning 
Certificates  of  Disrepair. 


Improveinent  Grants 

During  the  year  there  were  no  applications  for  Discretionary 
Grants,  but  Standard  Grants  were  approved  in  respect  of  25  houses. 
One  application  for  Standard  Grant  was  disapproved  because  of 
the  insufficient  anticipated  life  of  the  property  concerned.  Of  the 
Grants  made  22  were  in  respect  of  owner- occupied  houses. 

As  a  result  of  a  survey  it  had  been  ascertained  that,  of  the 
3,490  dwelling  units  in  the  Urban  District,  511  had  no  hot  water 
supply,  698  were  without  a  fixed  bath,  733  had  no  wash-hand  basin. 
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702  were  wHliout  proper  food  storage  accommodation  and  1092 
were  without  internal  water  closets. 

In  December,  1962,  following  the  receipt  of  a  Circular  from  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  the  Council  decided  to 
approach  the  Improvement  Grant  Scheme  in  a  more  systematic 
manner.  It  was  agreed  to  divide  the  Urban  District  into  small  areas 
of  suitable  properties  and  concentrate  on  advocating  the  advantages 
of  the  Improvement  Scheme  to  all  the  house-owners  in  each  of  those 
areas  in  turn.  Alongside  publicity  in  the  form  of  posters,  etc.  it  was 
decided  to  send  a  circular  letter  and  pamphlet  to  each  owner  in  a 
particular  area  as  a  preliminary  to  personal  contact  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspector. 


Standard  Grants 

Number  of  applications  received .  26 

Number  of  applications  approved .  25 

Number  of  applications  disapproved  .  ...  1 

Total  amount  of  maximum  grants  payable . £2510 

Rehousing 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  latest  position  with  regard  to 
the  Register  of  Applications  for  tenancies  of  Council  houses  and 
flats  : 

Applicants  on  Waiting  List  for  less  than  1  year .  81 

Applicants  on  Waiting  List  between  1  and  2  years  ...  31 

Applicants  on  Waiting  List  between  2  and  3  years  ...  7 

Applicants  on  Waiting  List  over  3  years .  2 

Total  number  of  “live”  applicants  on  current  register  121 


25  applicants  from  the  Register  of  Applicants  were  rehoused 
during  1962,  and  3  families  were  rehoused  from  condenmed  houses. 

In  addition,  there  were  86  applicants  on  the  Bungalow  waiting 
list,  I  case  having  been  accommodated  during  the  year. 


Council  Houses 

In  February,  1962,  when  an  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
was  appointed,  the  Public  Health  Department  took  over  respon- 
s’^bility  for  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  all  Council- owned 
dwellings.  This  had  the  effect  of  bringing  aU  Council  house  matters, 
with  the  exception  of  capital  works,  under  the  control  of  one 
Department  and  the  arrangement  is  working  smoothly. 
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FOOD 


Slaughtering  and  Meat  Inspection 

There  is  only  one  licensed  Slaughterhouse  in  the  Sandbach 
Urban  District.  The  licence  was  renewed  in  January,  1962,  following 
completion  of  extensive  works  to  comply  with  the  Construction 
Regulations.  During  the  following  months  there  was  a  gradual 
decline  in  the  general  standard  of  hygiene,  and  contraventions  of  the 
Regulations  were  not  remedied  without  persistently  haressing  the 
occupiers.  The  throughput  of  animals  also  fell  to  a  very  low  level, 
the  local  butchers  having  decided  to  take  their  slaughtering  business 
elsewhere.  However,  in  November  fresh  persons  became  involved  in 
the  management  of  the  premises  and  along  with  this  came  a  con¬ 
siderable  increase  in  the  volume  of  business,  so  much  so  that  at  the 
close  of  the  year  one  Pulblic  Health  Inspector  was  fully  occupied  on 
Meat  Inspection  duties. 


Meat  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Animals  slaughtered  and 
Inspected  . 

622 

852 

129 

7060 

2349 

11012 

{There  were  no  horses  slaughtered  in  the  Urban  District  during  1962) 

CONDEMN  A  TIONS 

All  diseases  exept  Tuber¬ 
culosis  : 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

1 

48 

7 

14 

5 

75 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

72 

437 

3 

265 

50 

827 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  . 

11% 

57% 

8% 

4% 

2% 

8% 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

13 

44 

57 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  . 

— 

1.5% 

— 

— 

9  o/ 

^  /O 

.5% 

8  cases  of  localised  Cysticercus  Bovis  were  detected  during  the  year. 
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Analysis  in  lb.  of  Condemned  Meat 


Beef 

Veal 

Mutton 

Pork 

Tuberculosis  . 

250 

— ' 

— 

636 

Parasites  and  Cysts  ..., 

5229 

— 

395 

7 

Angioma  . 

480 

— 

— 

— 

Dropsy .  . 

12861 

— 

101 

— 

Emaciation  . 

— 

32 

276 

— ' 

Fever  . 

1354 

129 

74 

— 

Abscesses  . 

1822 

4 

38 

218 

Gangrene  ...  . 

484 

— 

— 

216 

Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia 

92 

— ■ 

— 

54 

Septicaemia . 

687 

87 

— 

115 

Actinomycosis  . 

97 

— 

— 

— 

Pyaemia  . . .,  . 

286 

38 

— 

118 

Immaturity  . 

— 

47 

— ' 

— ' 

Leukaemia  . 

— 

— 

— 

128 

Misc.,  Injuries,  etc. 

4626 

— 

177 

28268 

337 

884 

1669 

It  is  interesting  tO'  observe  the  trend  in  the  comparative  amounts 
of  beef  condemned  in  the  last  four  years  : 


Average  amount  condemned  per  Beast  Slaughtered 

All  Diseases  Tuberculosis  only 

1959 

241b 

81b 

1960 

221b 

41b 

1961 

181b 

0.51b 

1962 

191b 

0.171b 

Food  Hygiene 

Last  year’s  Report  mentioned  criticism  of  two  of  the  principal 
restaurants  in  the  town.  Early  in  1962  one  of  these  establishments 
ceased  catering  for  the  general  public  but  improved  those  parts  of  the 
premises  still  in  use  for  other  food  purposes.  In  the  case  of  the  other 
business  the  Council  instituted  legal  proceedings  and  at  the  Magi¬ 
strates’  Court  the  proprietor  was  fined  a  total  of  £20  for  food  hygiene 
offences.  The  items  at  issue  were  subsequently  attended  to,  but 
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within  a  few  months  other  offences  arose.  A  further  prosecution 
was  contemplated,  but,  to  the  relief  of  the  Council,  the  proprietor 
vacated  the  premises. 

It  is  possible  tO'  report  for  the  first  time  for  several  years  that  a 
fair  effort  has  been  made  to  raise  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  food 
shops.  Many  minor  improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  these 
premises  during  the  past  year  as  a  result  of  pressure  and  encourage¬ 
ment  by  the  Inspectors. 

The  only  instance  tO'  come  tO'  official  notice  of  the  sale  of 
contaminated  food  concerned  a  loaf  of  bread  which  contained  a 
piece  of  metal.  The  bread  had  been  baked  outside  this  district 
collaboration  with  the  Local  Authority  concerned  revealed  nothing 
to  account  for  the  contamination.  As  the  bakehouse  was  clean  and 
well  organised,  the  Council  decided  not  to  pursue  the  matter  beyond 
the  issue  of  a  warning  to  the  firm. 

The  number  of  Food  Premises  (in  broad  categories)  in  the 
Urban  District  is  as  follows  : 


Bakehouses . 

4 

Butchers  . 

11 

Cafes  . 

5 

Clubs 

4 

Confeationers  . , 

17 

Dairies . 

3 

Fishmongers  . 

3 

Fried  Fish  . 

10 

Greengrocers  ...  . 

6 

Grocers  . 

56 

Public  Houses,  etc . 

23 

Slaughterhouses  .  . 

1 

School  Canteens . 

6 

Works  Canteens . 

10 

Unsound  Food 

The  following  unsound  foods  were  condemned  upon  voluntary 
surrender  : 
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94  tins  Meat . 

634i  lb 

473  tins  Fruit . - 

OO 

78  tins  Fish  . 

56i  lb 

335  tins  Vegetables  . 

328J  lb 

2  tins  Syrup  . 

4  lb 

3  tins  Soup . 

3  lb 

5  tins  Creamed  Rice . 

5  lb 

1  tin  Evaporated  Milk  . 

1  lb 

5  tins  Jam  . »  . 

9  lb 

1  packet  Dried  Fruit . 

Jib 

6  packets  Coconut  . 

2J  lb 

6  packs  Butter  . 

3  lb 

8  jars  Jam  ...  .  . . 

8  lb 

Raw  Meat  . 

40  lb 

1676J  lb 

Milk 

Dealers’  Licences  are  now  issued  by  the  County  Council. 

The  position  in  December,  1962,  with  regard  to  licensing  was 
as  follows  : 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  T.T.  Milk  ...  13 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  13 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  Sterilised  Milk  ...  14 

The  D'istridt  Council  still  retain  ceivtain  supervisory  powers 
over  the  retailing  of  milk,  and  during  the  year  an  inspection  of  all 
milk  retailing  establishments  in  the  area  was  made  jointly  with  the 
County  Health  Inspector. 


Ice  Cream 

55  premises  are  registered  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the  sale 
of  Ice  Cream.  Only  wrapped  ice  cream  was  sold  from  these  premises 
and  nO'  ice  cream  is  known  to  have  been  manufactured  in  the  district 
during  the  year. 
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Other  Registered  Premises 

1 3  premises  are  registered  by  the  Local  Authority  under  Section 
16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  for  the  preparation  of  cooked 
meats,  etc.  and  10  premises  are  registered  for  fish  frying. 


Factories 

The  following  table  indicates  the  position  for  1962  : 


No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 

Particulars 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities... 

14 

6 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authority  ... 

76 

42 

1 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers  premises)  . 

29 

31 

1 

TOTAL  ... 

119 

79 

2 

— 
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EACHUS  &  SON 
Printers  dk  Stationers 
Sandbacm  :  Chbshirb 


